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Leaving Alberta for a better life

Going against
the grain,

a Western
Canadian
ranching family
moved to

Newfoundland,
put down roots
and
opened
a golf course

BY DANETTE DOOLEY

hen Barrey Stuber
talks about mesting

Spaczal b The Taksgram
Dawe White of Summ:
merville and his

family for the first

time, his eves grow moist and his
volew begins to break,

And, no, the Alberta-born business-
man and rancher is not suffer-
ing from a midsummer flu bag,

Stuber met White and his fam.
ily in 1955 when he and his wife,
Linda Sfuber, wers vacaticning
in their fifth wheel from their
home south of Medicine Hat,
Alta. Their plan was to spend
twe months seaing the sights of
their country

The trip was the Stmbets” frst
to Mewfoundland and Labrador
and they had no family ar
friends here,

The Stubers own a trucking
company, among other assets, in
Alberta, One of their employess,
a Newfpundlander named Barry
White, sugpested that onee they
reached Newfoundland, they
drop by and visit his ralatives in
Princeton, Bonavista Bay

And so, after getting off the
ferry in Port aux Basques and
spending time an the Northern
Peninsula, the Stubers made
thedr way to the Clarenville area
and headed for Princeton.

“We knocked on Dave Whita's

know uz, but we know Barry' View Golf and Lodgings.

and we told him who we wera,™
Barrey recalls.

“We plannad to spend a night hers
just to see a little bit of this neck of
the woods,” Linda adds. “But we end-
ed up staying for three days. We went
ot in a fishing boat with them and got
to s thelr litte cabin that vou can
only access by water. And we saw
whales, They showed us a way of lifs
here and they introduced ns fo peopls
i this area,

“And it was the place and the peopls
that hit us in the heart.”

Barrey will never forget what Dave
said to him when he and Linda wers
abaut to head baclk to Alberta.

“When we left Dawve’s cahin, it was
getring dark,” Barvey recalls

“We zaid, “We're combng back.' And
I told him that departure iz like a
sweet sorrow, because you've got to
leave in order to come hack, And that's
when Dave sald, “We'll leave the door
open for yvou.”

“And that’s what really hit us. That
comment still rips at me every time [
think of " Barrey says,

The Stubers returned to Alberta
and started making plans to build a
smmer home in the Princstons Sum:
merville area.

“We came back in the fall of 1965 to
lopk for & piece of property to coms
for g bit of a retivement for a few
weeks a wear,” Linda saws.

“We never found anvihing then. But
we put the ward out that we wers lopk-
ing.”

Linda returmned again in March 2000
and found just the right property on
the water.

“Then we came back in the summer
and started o bolld the cabln, which
we were only peing to live in for thres
weaks of the year," Barrey says.

Instead, the Stubers live there all
vear long

ftar they built their summer
home, they returned to Alberta
) i Angust and then deove back
again that fall to experisnes their first

Mewfoundland winter

However, when Barrey's fa-
ther had a strake in January
a1, the couple returned to Al-
herta to be near him.

By May, they were back on
the Hock, not only to live year
round. but to flesh out their
ides of starting up & businass.

“Chur initial plan was to open
a little campground and BV
park that would keep the two of
us husy through the summer
geazon,” Linda recalls

“But when we looked into
that, we got a lot of negative
feadback from the governimant.
We wers told there wasn't a
meed for (L

The stubers gave up on their
idea of starting a business in
Newfpundland, but Linda savs
their new frlends in the area §

told them not to be discour- [

apad.

“They told us not to give up,
that they needed something
here becanss things weran't go-
ing well with the fishing indus-
fry here," she says

“A lot of our friends and
neighbours are inshore fisher-
men with small boats. They
could ses that that was dving |
ot and they conld see ns atart
ing a business here a5 an op-

partunity to employ peeple and  Linda Stuber sta

o desw people info the area,”

When Barrey suggested to his
friend Dave that he might build & golf
courss, his responss was, "I know ex-
actly the spot far yon.”

He took Barrey through the woods
ta the top of & mountain, where there
was a spectacular view gverlooking
the Atlantic Oreean,

Barvey agroed with Dave — the 126
aere property, situated betwean
Princaton and Surmmerville, was par-
fect,

Oree they purchased the land, the
Stubsers turned to their eldsest son,
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door and we said, "You don’t Barrey Stuber looks out aver some of the 125 acres on which he and his family built The

\

toa. But at that point, he wasn't
ready;” Linda explains,
Travis was looking after the

familv's ranch in Alberta at the
e

ima
fhile Travis wasn't
i flJTE-:Ld:-' ta join the fami-
_." ¥ 1y when Trevor moved
here just over two vears ago, he
did make the move this spring,
Like his brother, he'd visited his
parents on the island owver the
last few vears, which helpad him
ke uphiz mind, he saye,

The Stubers are heavily in-
valved in their community Both
strapping Young men are mam-
btz of thelr comermnmnitys wolun:
teer fire department.

“We didn't have ta try and fit
into the community here he-
CANSE, A% S000 a8 we arrivesd, we
were prt of it They welcomed
us that much. So we became a
part of their lives just as they be-
came a part of ours,” Linda savs,

Rinee his move two vears ago,
Trewvor's Calgarian girlfriend,
Desirae Bellisle, has alsao moved
to Newfoundland, While she
works in 5t John's, she spends

Trevor, to see T he would give up his
job in Albsrta as an electronic engi-
near to eomes to Newfoundland to help
bild the golf course,

“Without thinking, he said, yes,”
Barrey =avs with a laugh.

Trevor is now genaral manager of
The ¥iew Golf and Lodgings, a nine
hole golf conrae and Pesor

“1 ot here on Mareh 12, 2003, and on
March 13, we got out our chainsaws
and started cutting trees,"” Trevor re-
ealls with & smile,

“We asked (our vounger =on) Travis,

nds nint grean at The View

har weakends at The View and,
according to Linda and Barrey,
i= a wery moch-loved metnber
of their family as well a= an as-
zat to their usinass.

For Linda and Barrey, hav-
ing their anly children work
alongside them in establishing
and expanding their new husi-
ness makes the move complete,

The View Goll and Lodgings
includes a nine-hole golf
course that is as beautifully
bmilt as it is challenging. The
resort’s clubhouse has a seenic
view from every window, with
a pro shop, lounge and full-ser-
vice restaurant, all open year-
round

A threa-story chalet, with six
suites overlooking the At-
lantic, has also been erected on
the slte, The unlts ave available
as investment properties.

“Inwestors can oy these as
vacation properiies and when
they're not using them, we'll
rent them out on their behalf™
Trevor says.

The wisw from the Mumbsar 9
pee-olT overlooks scenic South-

ern Bay Harbour. Tucked be-
ol hind another mountain is the
| picturesque community of
Sweel Bay

With more than 100 acres to
work with, the Stubers have
anly just begun in terms of
what they will eventually offer resi-
dents from down the road and tourists
from the other side of the world.

When the resorf was in the con-
siruction stage, the Stobers emploved
about 30 people aday I's & community
effort, Linda says, where the entira
family worked side by side in the
irenches with itz emplovees,

“The peaple that worked here, who
were involved from Day 1 when we
started this project, they're all local
people Meom four oF fve small Ashing
villapes in this area. Every tree was

| \\\\_. |
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The Stuber
family, eriginally
from Alberta,
(frarm let)
Travis, Linda,
Barrey and
Trevar, atand at
the entrance of
the chalet al The
View Golf and
Ladginz, on
which fly the
flags of Alberia,
Canada and
Mewfoumndland
and Labrador.

cuf with a chainsaw. And we were
hands-on as well. Every one of ns has
had a chalnsaw and a shovel and work
clothes on. We got dirty just like the
other workers. We ware all involved
phvsically ssven days a week, with ev-
ery part of the construction,” Linda
SEYE

When asked how the government
felt about the project, Barrey chooses
hiz words carefully An astute busl
nessman, he'd rather coneentrate on
the pasitive relationship that has
grown aver time than rehagh the sarely
davs and getting through the red tape
that often comes with starting a new
tmsiness

"GOVEITIMEDT Was Very, very cai-
tious initially, but we get the feling
now they are more aon our side and
more working with us. Their imwalve-
ment initially was giving us the O to
purchase the land and for approval for
usto build it. And they helped us with
JCP (Job Creaticn Program) for two
sHmmers,”

A quick glance through The View's
promotional brochure malkes it evi-
dent that the Stubers are doing much
miore than advertising their facilities,
Instead, they are promoting the entire
Bonavista Peninzula as well sz the
provines as a whole,

Since settling in Newfoundland,
Barrey has made twe promotional
tours to Western Canada to promote
his business and the provinee. He has
anather tour planned for Fort MeMur.
FAY 11 Sgst,

“We think Newioundland is some-
thing evarvhady needs to sea. And for
ns, it's easy o promote becanse we
feel 20 strongly about it,” Trevor says,

“We're aon 4 part of the island that
dossn't have a lot of tourism develap-
ment an it. 5o we are part of a growth
process that's going on,” Linda says,

“And we think evervone should see
not just our placa, but this paninsula
and the rest of Newfoundland,” she
adds,

The Stubers’ promation of this
provinee has already paid off, as
tenurists from Western Canada are
making thelr way to Newloundland
and ta The View

While their extended families and
friends remain in Alberta and will al-
wavs hold a special place in their
hearts, the Stubers are selling their
gssets in that province as they settle
for the reat of their life's journey in
this provinee. Thev ve already sold
their home in Alberta, Linda says.

"Slowly we are cutting ties and mov-
ing our raots here,” she gays,

The Stubers are forever aratefal to
Dave White and his family for opening
thair hearts and home to them when
thev knocked on their door as
strangers and left three days later
with fond affection in abundance for
hoth families.

"To say we're content here wouldn't
even be the tp of the feeberg,” Barrey
save, [ooking out the window of the re-
sort’s loungs, whers several tiny hirds
perched on a table on the deck are
locking 1tat him.

“When I stood on that rock cliff
with Dave and this was all mountain
and bush, it was beautiful, what T saw
But it tnraed out i be way beyvand oir
eXpertations.”



